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There is a growing conflict in medicine between the research imperative, with its implicit goal of
overcoming death itself, and the re-emergent clinical imperative to treat death as a part of life, and to make
the process of dying as tolerable as possible. Central to this conflict is the rise of scientific medicine and the
decline of religious and associated moral discourses. Many of the Anglo Saxon countries are also marked by
a moral and religious pluralism which breeds controversy over bioethical issues such as euthanasia.

It seems that modern medicine has put the cure of bodies before the care of persons. Some scholars attribute
this to a metaphysical heritage of dualism and reductionism. This heritage has become problematic in the
modern age when waning belief in a divine order leaves the individual self as the bearer of meaning. At the
same time, knowledge about nature and society has been increasing at such an accelerated pace, it has
become even more difficult to develop a unified secular worldview. When the dying self contemplates its
own disintegration in this context, the search for meaning may rest heavy indeed.

Chapters one and two address these larger issues. Chapter three focuses on medicine's approach to cancer as
a prime example of the strengths and weaknesses of the research imperative. Chapter four looks at the
diffusion of the theory and practice of palliative care throughout the Anglo Saxon world. The fifth chapter
discusses the development of effective pain control, essential to palliative care and one of modern medicine's
unsung triumphs. The sixth chapter addresses the changing meaning of euthanasia in Western history in the
past century, as it transitioned from a philosophical position to a widely-debated policy proposal.

This book is for palliative care practitioners, and all health care professionals with an interest in end-of-life
care. It is also for students in palliative care and the history of medicine, and for anyone interested in the
history of this intriguing field.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Bennett:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Medicine and Care of the Dying: A Modern
History.

Joyce Washington:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Medicine and Care of the Dying: A
Modern History to read.

Willie Dominguez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Medicine and Care of the Dying: A Modern History it is very good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Allen Yopp:

Precisely why? Because this Medicine and Care of the Dying: A Modern History is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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